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Dear Ashley County Genealogical Society Friends: 


One of the most treasured items I've come across in my genealogical 
research is four pages, written on yellowed notebook paper in pencil by my 
grandfather. It is titled A Short and Incomplete Sketch of the Life of C.P. 
Spainhour. \|n those four pages, now barely readable, | read about my great 
grandparents, where and when they were each born, where they moved, where and 
when they were married. Further, | learned when my grandfather moved from 
Iinois to Arkansas as a young man. The dearest part to me however was the 
insight it gave me into the love shared between him and my grandmother and the 
effect that love had on his personal spiritual development. This is one of those rare 
documents that gives not only factual genealogical information, but also a flavor of 
the personalities of the people involved as well as something of the history of the 


times. 


That document made me think, “Later generations won't have anything to 
give them an insight into my life unless | tell them.". Since then, from time to time, 
I've made entries into a journal as memories come to mind about things that have 
shaped my life. There has been no effort to edit anything so far, I've simply written 
down what came to mind, as it came to mind. My account is not nearly as concise 
as my grandfather's. So far I've filled up almost half a spiral notebook. What has 
surprised me is that, even though the writing was going to be about me, it has 
turned out to be stories about others with whom | had a relationship and who had 
an impact on the way | turned out. Even more surprising is that this objective- 


thinking, practical, logical, literal engineer has even at times been inspired to poetry. 


Mr. Jeff Woodard 


Junky place with hardly room to walk 

Hide glue pot heating in the corner - 

Lathe, drill press, band saw, jointer, hand tools, nothing more 
Clutter 


Racks of rough-sawed hardwoods near the ceiling, air dried years ago; 
Ash, walnut, cherry, cedar, maple; all dark and looking alike to the untrained 


In the alley behind a Main Street grocery store, 

You'd never know it was a business place - 

Paned windows, dark and dirty; 

Only small scraps of wood outside the door belied what went on inside. 


Left thumb, long since cut off right behind the nail, flexed to and fro as he 
lovingly caressed a hand-rubbed oil finish on a walnut dresser with the 
finest steel wool. 


All his drawer pulls were alike - hand carved, two central acorns with oak 
leaves on each side - 
Only the woods changed to match the piece that was being made. 


Knowledge of woods, grains and even textures - 

All his drawer fronts matched without veneers; 

Somehow he knew which darkened piece of maple had a violin back hidden 
inside. 


Interruptions - "Mr. Woodard, | brought a piece of pine, will you cut me out a 
rubber gun?" 

"Sure son." 

"Mr. Woodard, my Scoutmaster says he'd let you be merit badge counselor 
for wood carving merit badge if you're willing. Would you?" 

"Sure son." 

"Mr. Woodard, what's that machine do?" 

"Weil son, it's a jointer and here's how it works." 

"Mr. Woodard, how do you tell all these woods apart?" 

"Well son, they're all different - This is ash, see how light it is when you cut 
off the dark outside - and here's how walnut looks" 


Lots of his equipment was hand made from the same hardwoods they were 
used to craft - 
Clamping jigs for mirror frames, shaping forms for violin bodies, more. 


Legacy - 
Cherry buffet, walnut table, 
Cedar chest, restored antique - 
Maple table, violin, 
Tools worn down to the shine, 
The memory of rubber guns - 
Lots and lots of rubber guns. 





Don't overlook leaving something about you for future generations of family 


researchers to find. 


Claude Spainhour 


Edward Savage CROSSETT 


E. S. CROSSETT was born in West Plattsburg, Clinton County, New York on February 4, 
1828 near the scene of the Battle of Plattsburg of the War of 1812. He was the son of John 
Savage CROSSETT and Polly or Mary GREGORY. He was educated in his father’s school in 
Troy , New York. 


His first employment was in a printing office but had to abandoned it because of health 
reasons. His next position was a clerk in a shoe store with the grand salary of $2.50 per month 
and board. 


In 1844, at the age of 16 he became clerk in a store at Hebroon Lake, New York and two years 
later he and his brother purchased the establishment. It was there that he became interested in 
the lumber business, handling pine and spruce in small quantities. 


At the age of twenty-two, Mr. CROSSETT turned his business over to his brother and started 
West. He journeyed by steamboat from Cincinnati to St. Louis and in the Spring of 1852 on to 
St. Paul, going soon to La Crosse, Wisconsin, where he remained for fourteen months. 


In the meantime, business matters in the east had not gone well. His brother had sold the 
property at a loss and young CROSSETT found himself under the handicap of debts. He 
assumed the entire debt although he was no longer connected with the establishment and repaid 
dollar for dollar to the last dollar. 


In the fall of 1853, he was in charge of a supply store for lumbermen in Black River, 
Wisconsin. His expertise as a merchant served him well and his work was so satisfactory that his 
employers united their four stores into one and made him its manager. From 1884 to 1886 he 
was post master of Black River Falls, and in the latter year he associated himself with W. T. 
Price in a supply store business of their own, returning a year later to his former employers. 


Then came a period of reverses in which he suffered heavy losses. The freshet of the 
following year swept the company’s logs down the river and out of reach. As a result the 
company was forced to suspend operations and go into bankruptcy. A portion of his capital and 
two years salary were sunk in the general collapse. 


In 1869, he started a supply store of his own, but shortly after he was burned out with the 
complete loss of stock and building. Undaunted, Mr. CROSSETT gathered up the threads of his 
raveled business and attempted to weave them together. Succeeding in obtaining the equivalent 
of some bills due him in the shape of lumber and hewn timber, he rafted it down river to sell it 
where he could but was obliged to take payment in “stump tail currency”, which depreciated 
largely before he could dispose of it. Thus his first eight years in the West had brought him little 
but valuable experience. 


This same year he was employed to assist J. E. LINDSAY, who shortly thereafter joined in 
partnership by J. B. PHELPS and subsequently he was connected with other concerns until 1870. 
For several years he ran the yards of Isaac SPALDING in East St. Louis, spending his winters 
picking up stock on Black River. From 1870 to 1875 he was engaged in scaling logs and 
estimating timber; purchasing for himself parcels of timber-land whenever such were available 
and seemed valuable. 


In 1873, Mr. CROSSETT was united in marriage to Miss Harmony E. CLARK, of Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts and from that day, as he declared, his real prosperity. They made their home in 
Nielsville, Wisconsin, until February 1875, when they moved to Davenport, Iowa, where he 
became a member of the firm Renwick, Shaw and Crossett. Their only son, Edward Clark 
CROSSETT, was born in Davenport August 7, 1882. The same year marks the beginning of Mr. 
CROSSETT’S investment in yellow pine, as one of the organizers of the Lindsey Land and 
Lumber Company. 


In 1881, Renwick, Shaw and Crossett bought a sawmill and some pine land in Colquet, 
Minnesota. Two years later Mr. CROSSETT sold his interest to Mr. SHAW, taking in payment 
10,000 acres of Arkansas land covered with yellow pine. His friend concluded he had made a 
serious mistake in acquiring Arkansas property, but the soundness of his judgment was speedily 
vindicated. Convinced by personal inspection of the great possibilities in yellow pine he became 
extensively interested in other companies operating in the south. 


Already a heavy stockholder in the Eagle Lumber Company of Eagle, Arkansas, and in the 
Gates Lumber Company of Wilmar, Arkansas, he along with C. W, GATES and Dr. J. W. 
WATZEK purchased the Fordyce Lumber Company of Fordyce, Arkansas, in 1882. 


He was a firm believer in the principle of cooperation. With William MORRIS, its modern 
apostie, he always believed that the profits accruing from any interprise should in some equitable 
way should be divided among those producing them. In 1899, the Crossett Lumber Company 
was organized on a cooperative basis, not as the result of any dreaming of a modern utopia, but 
as a business proposition, and partly no doubt because of his long bout with the “slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune.” In the cooperative organization Mr. CROSSETT, Mr. WATZEK, 
and Mr. GATES held three fourths of the stock and certain employees the other one fourth. 


In consideration of Mr. CROSSETT’S generosity, his fine sense of justice in this self-centered 
age, and his wise council and cooperation always so freely given, his associates named the new 
town in his honor, and Crossett, Arkansas, was into being. 


After eight years of actual operation, this town came from the virgin forest to be one of the 
“show towns” of the entire South. By 1907, there were upward of two thousand prosperous 
people, each in a home good enough for the best and at rents that returned to the cooperation only 
a very low interest on the investment. The town had acquired a fine public school, a well 
equipped hospital, two good churches, and a club house and swimming pool, the latter being a 
personal gift of Mr. CROSSETT to the youth and manhood of the town. 





In the early 1900’s Mr. CROSSETT had extended his holdings and as an influential member 
of the Jackson Lumber Company of Lockhart, Alabama, he with his associates had invested in 
150,000 acres of virgin timber in Alabama and Florida. In cooperation with Mr. WATZEK and 
Mr. GATES, the two remaining members, a large sawmill plant was built at Lockhart, and the 
property otherwise developed and increased. In 1906, The Crossett Timber Company of 
Davenport, was organized for operation in the Pacific Northwest, with holdings chiefly in 
Oregon and Washington. Mr. CrROSSETT not only organized and projected this company but 
retained a controlling portion of the stock and direction in management through his son, Edward 
C. CROSSETT, its president. 


Through out his life Mr. CROSSETT was always known as a sincere and earnest Christian. 
Reared as a Methodist, his sympathies were always with all genuine men of whatever name or 
creed. He was a devoted member of St. John’s M. E. Church. He was that type of manhood for 
which America is most famed and for which she may well be proud. Born with little promise of 
what was to be, with little to assure him of such a future as he attained, little save his rugged, 
stalwart character, and his tireless determination, he showed himself the highest type of 
American citizen. He was a self made man who overcame many hardships, difficulties, reverses, 
and discouragement in building his career. His word was as good as a gilt-edged security. He 
was a generous man, examplifed by his many gifts to Davenport, including the Davenport Y. M. 
C. A. and St. John’s M. E. Church, to each donated the first $750,000 toward the buildings. His 
pastor is quoted as saying that he had standing instructions that if he found true distress to 
immediately relieve it and send him the bill. 


After a long and useful career, Mr. CROSSETT died on December 13, 1910, at the age of 82, 
and was buried in Oakdale Cemetery after the funeral at his home on Mississippi Avenue in 
Davenport, Iowa. 


Sources: Davenport Democrat and Leader, Davenport, Iowa 
Crossett Genealogy, compiled by Miss Frances A. Plimpton 


Husband: John W. Watzek 


Born: September 28, 1856 
Married: July 08, 1885 
Died: August 25, 1934 
Father: 
Mother: 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: Nellie Theresa Harlan 


Born: March 16, 1865 
Died: August 25, 1955 
Father: 
Mother: 
Other Spouses: 


in: Schoenlinden, Austria 
in: Davenport, Iowa 
in: Portland, OR 


in: Muscatine, Iowa 
in: Portland, OR 





CHILDREN 
1 Name: Charles Harlan Watzek 
Born: July 03, 1887 in: Davenport, lowa 
M Married: September 27, 1913 in: 
Died: March 08, 1964 in: 
Spouse: Helene Fricke 
2 Name: Aubrey Richardson Watzek 
Born: December 13, 1888 in: 
M Married: in: 
Died: in: 
Spouse: 
3 Name: John Whittier Watzek 
Born: July 22, 1892 in: 
M Married: in: 
Died: in: 
Spouse: 
4 Name: 
Born: in: 
Married: in: 
Died: in: 
Spouse: 
5 Name: 
Born: in 
Married: in: 
Died: in 
Spouse: 
6 Name: 
Born: in: 
Married: in: 
Died: in: 
Spouse: 
a Name: 
Born: in: 
Married: in: 
Died: in: 


Spouse: 





Husband: Charles Harlan Watzek 


Born: July 03, 1887 in: Davenport, Iowa 
Married: September 27, 1913 in: 
Died: March 08, 1964 in: 


Father: John W. Watzek 
Mother: Nellie Theresa Harlan 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: Helene Fricke 


Born: March 19, 1887 
Died: September 02, 1965 
Father: 
Mother: 
Other Spouses: 
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CHILDREN 


1 Name: Peter Ficke Watzek 
Born: November 15, 1914 in: 
M Married: in: 
Died: in 
Spouse: 


2 Name: Frances Helene Watzek 
Born: 
F Married: 
Died: 
Spouse: 


3 Name: 
Born: in: 
Married: in: 
Died: in: 

Spouse: 

4 Name: 
Born: in: 
Married: in: 
Died: in: 

Spouse: 





5 Name: 
Born: 

Married: 

Died: 

Spouse: 


6 Name: 
Born: in 
Married: in: 
Died: in: 
Spouse: 
7 Name: 
Born: in: 
Married: in: 
ied: 





Spouse: 








First Meeting To Form The Crossett Lumber Company 


Crossett Lumber Co. 


“Minute” or Record Book 


“Articles of Incorporation” ) 
“Stockholders Subscription Contract ) On File 


“Stockholders Waive of Notice” ) 


First meeting of Stockholders. 
The Stockholders of the Crossett Lumber Co. met at the office of Jno. B. Jones at 10 o’clock a.m. 
May 16th 1899 in pursuance of the contract signed by the Stockholders and organized the 


Stockholders meeting in pursuance of the written agreement signed by each. 


There were present: 


in person: 

e 
E. S. Crossett who subscribed 100,000 
C. W. Gates me Mi 100,000 
J. C. Norcutt - ” 2,000 
E. W. Gates - “ 12,000 

Also by Proxy: 
C. V. Edgar By C. W. Gates 12,000 
J. T, Erwin oe = 3,000 
Chester Edgar = " 5,000 
C. H. Newell =" 7 12,000 
L. M. Bostwick “ E. 8S. Crossett 4,000 
H. C. Rule » = 12,000 
W. A. McKimmie = = ” 2,000 
A. H. Gates _ = ss 2,000 








H.C. Welch by E. S Crossett proxy 5,000 
F.H. Pierce “ 7 “6 5,000 
W.S.Harlan “ “ “ m 10,000 
D.S.Gates “ “ “ ” 2,500 
W.J.Bunn “ “ “ . 1,500 
J.W.Watzek “ “ “ - 100,000 
J. H. Hass = ’ _10, 
$400.000 


And it appearing that $400,000 had been Subscribed to the Capital Stock 

of said Crossett Lumber Co., E. S. Crossett moved: that C. W. Gates be elected chairman of the 
meeting and on motion E. W. Gates was elected Secretary of the meeting. The proxies were all 
examined and appeared as above set forth. 


It was moved by E. S. Crossett that the Stockholders proceed by ballot to elect five directors, 
and E. W. Gates acted as teller and counted the votes cash. 


The total number of shares subscribed being 16000 and were voted for E. S. Crossett, C. W. 
Gates, J. W. Watzek, J. H. Hass, & W. W. Gates and they were declared to be elected directors 
for the ensuing year. 


Thereafter it was moved that the Stockholders meeting be adjourned. The Chairman gave notice 
of the immediate meeting of the board of directors at the place of the holding of this meeting. 
The motion to adjourn was carried and the meeting adjourned. 


C. W. Gates, Chairman 


And Thereupon after the adjournment of the Stockholders meeting at 11 o’clock a.m. the 
directors met and on motion C. W. Gates was elected Chairman and E. W. Gates Secretary. 


It was moved and seconded that C. W. Gates be elected president of this company and carried 
unanimously. It was moved and seconded that E. S. Crossett be elected Vice-president which 
carried unanimously. It was moved and seconded that J. W. Watzek be elected Treasurer, E. W. 
Gates Secretary and H. C. Rule Ass’t Treasurer which motions were unanimously carried and 
these officers as above duly declared elected. 


E. S. Crossett laid before the Board a memorandum of a contract dated April 25th 1899 executed 
by Hovey & McCracken and E. S. Crossett, C. W. Gates, J. W. Watzek and E. W. Gates 
purchasing the land of said Hovey & McCracken in Ashley Co. Ark. and Moorehouse Parish, La. 
on behalf of this company which contract is as follows:------ 
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Memorandum of an agreement made and entered into this 25th day of April A. D. 1899 by and 
between Horatis N. Hovey and Jus--B McCracken composing the firm Hovey & McCracken of 
Muskegon, Mich. parties of the first part and Mess. E. S. Crossett and Dr. J. W. Watzek of 
Davenport, lowa and Mess. C. W. & E. W. Gates of Arkansas parties of the second part. 
Whereby the parties of the first part sell and parties of the second part buy all bands now owned 
by first parties in Ashley Co., Arkansas, and Moorehouse Parish, LA. and what they hereafter 
purchase amounting to fifty thousand acres alltold, at seven dollars per acre, on the following 
terms----. 


Cash on execution of contract $50,000 
On or before One year after date 35,000 
7 < Two years“ “ 35,000 
os 82 Ae  * 35,000 
(T9 66 eo Four iT9 66 it9 45,000 
aaer ee * * * 50,000 
(<4 6 ce Six ce (74 6G 50,000 
(T9 (<9 ce Seven ce it4 (74 50,000 

$350,000 


with interest at the rate of five per cent per annum payable annually on all sums unpaid. Notes 
and interest payable at Scott County Savings Bank Davenport, Iowa, in funds correct at 
Muskegon, Mich. 


It is understood and agreed that the land hereafter purchased by first parties and furnished under 
this contract will average as many thousand feet per acre as that now owned by them. 

It is understood and agreed that this agreement is temporary and final control or contracts are to 
be hereafter made as soon as description are obtained and titles are perfected. First parties has 
privilege of making contract at their conveyance for all lands now owned by them, and 
additional contracts as fast as two thousand or thereabouts are obtained. Terms and payments to 
be in proportion as those herein before states. 


Date of control to be as of this date for lands now owned by first parties, and for lands hereafter 
purchased control to be dated at time two thousand acres are ready for transfer. It is understood 
and agreed that second party can cut no timber until after the cash and first three annual payments 
shall have been made, amounting to $155,000 and interest except as hereafter provided, viz. 
After first two annual payments are made second parties have privilege of cutting ten million 
feet, After third annual payment is made ten million, After fourth annual payment forty-five 
million, after fifth annual payment forty-five million. 

After six annual payment forty-five million. After seventh annual payment balance of timber. 
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It is understood and agreed that second parties are to hereafter organize a Stock company and the 
original contract or contracts are to be made with the company. So organized and their notes are 
to be taken for deferred payments. 


) Hovey & McCracken 
) E. S. Crossett 
Signed ) C. W. Gates 
) J. W. Watzek ) ByC. W. Gates 
)E. W. Gates) 


# E. S. Crossett moved that the Board of Directors of this Company adopt this contract for this 
Company, which motion was carried and said contract adopted as the contract of this Company. 
E. S. Crossett then moved that the president and Treasurer of this company be authorized and 
empowered to execute the final and formal contract with said Hovey & McCracken for the 
purchase of said lands and that they execute the notes of the Company therefor, Also that the said 
President and Treasurer be authorized to purchase other timber lands for the company as in their 
judgment is for the best interest of the company. And may borrow money to pay for the same 
and execute notes for the same in name of the company, which motion was adopted. 

C. W. Gates moved that an assessment of 14% on the amount subscribed by cash Stockholders 
be made and that the same be paid to the Treasurer in accordance with terms of Subscription: 
Such assessment to furnish money for first payment on lands and incidental expenses, and that 
the Secretary notify each Stockholder of this assessment, which motion was carried. 

On motion of E. S. Crossett it is resolved that the next regular meeting of the Stockholders of this 
company shall be held at Fordyce, Arkansas, at the of the Fordyce Lumber Co. on the 7th day of 
December, 1899 at the hour of 2 o’clock P.M. of said day, and that the Secretary give each 
Stockholder notice of said meeting. Meeting adjourned subject to call of the president. May 16, 
1899, 


C. W. Gates, President 


We the undersigned Subscribers to the Capital Stock of the Crossett Lumber Co. a corporation to 
be formed on the 16th day of May 1899 at 10 o’clock A. M. at the office of John B. Jones in the 
City of Little Rock, Arkansas to be formed under the laws of the State of Arkansas hereby agree 
severally that each one will before selling his stock or Subscription or right to certificates of 
Capital Stock in said corporation in case he desires at any time to sell and despose of same will 
first offer the same for sale to the board of directors of said corporation for the benefit of the 
corporation, shall next offer it to the subscribers or stockholders in said corporation individually 
before selling to outside parties, but shall not be compelled to sell to said corporation or its 
individual stockholders for less than can be obtained from third persons. 
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The intention of this contract being that the corporation shall first and its individual stockholders 
shall 2nd have the preference to buy any stock that a stockholder or subscriber may desire to sell 
at the same price that can be obtained from or offered by outside parties. It is further agreed that 
as to the $200,000 capital stock not yet subscribed, when the board of directors determine to 
offer the same for sale or any part thereof the subscribers and holders of capital stock shall have 
the first right to subscribe for the same in proportion to the amount of stock held as subscription 
made by each subscriber or stockholder before being offered to outside parties and it shall be the 
duty of the board of directors to cause notice to be given to each subscriber or stockholder of the 
amount of such stock he is entitled to subscribe for and unless the subscriber or stockholder 
within 20 days after such notice shall subscribe for his portion of such additional stock, then the 
same may be sold to other parties, but shall first be offered to stockholders in proportion to the 
amount of stock held by each, and any stockholder who does not within 20 days subscribe for his 
share, then any other stockholder may subscribe for the same. And if no stockholder buys stock 
then it may be offered to outside parties if the board so order. 


Dated: May 8th 1899. 


W. S. Harlan $10,000.00 
H. E. Welch 5,000.00 

4+6;000-00 
F. H. Pierce 5,000.00 
W. J. Bunn 1,500.00 
C. V. Edgar 12,000.00 
J. T. Erwin 3,000.00 
Chester Edgar 5,000.00 
C. H. Newell 12,000.00 
C. W. Gates 100,000.00 
E. S. Crossett 100,000.00 
J. W. Watzek 100,000.00 
J. H. Hass 10,000.00 








b. 8, ORAMSSET I PR. 7 Ww. BATZER 
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Published by Edward Clark Crossett 
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THE CROSSETT FAMILY IN IRELAND 


Through the generosity of Mr. Edward Clark CROSSETT, of Chicago, Illinois, a search was 
made in Ireland, 1927, for the ancestors of the Crossetts in America. 


The result of this work has been most valuable and convincing, and of interest to all those 


being of the name of Crossett, F ollowing are the data: 


“Anthony DU CROZAT, a Huguenot refugee from France during the reign of Louis the XIV of 
France, was the first settler of the Crossett family in Ireland. He came to the port of 
Londonderry, in the county of the same name, in Northern Ireland, in 1640. The name was 
anglicized to CROSSETT, CROSSET and CROSSIT by some of his descendants. Anthony 
settled in County Antrim in 1643 ona small farm near Carrickfergus, not far from Belfast, 
Ireland, He married Laura THOMPSON in 1647. 

Children: 
i. Anthony, Jr.2, b. 1648. 
ii. William, b. 1650. 
2. iii. James, b. 1653. 


iv. Laura. 
v. Mary. 
vi. Alice. 


Anthony, Jr., moved to Belfast. He spelled his name CROSSIT, and those of the name now 
spelling it as he did are his descendants. There are a few of them at the present time in the 
county Antrim. He married Lucy GRAHAM. William never married. There is no record of the 
three girls. 


2. James” CROSSETT (Anthony I ) “came into the farm” on the death of his father in 1689. 
He married Elizabeth ROGERS from the town of Dungannon in 1679. They spelled their 
name “CROSSET.” 





Children: 

i. James,> b. 1680. 

ii. Anthony, b. 1682. 

ili. Edward, b. 1683. 
3. iv. William, b. 1634. 

v. Elizabeth. 

vi. Mary. 

vii. Anna. 

viii. Grace. . 

James it is presumed, went to either England or Scotland. No record. Anthony, Jr., 
joined the English Army. Edward married a Miss HASTINGS of Laune. He followed 
the sea and it is believed that he and his wife went to Australia about 1708. The four 
girls married sons of local farmers. 


3. William? CROSSETT (James, Anthony!) married Mary MASTERSON in 1705. She 
was from the town of Lurgan. She died in 1712. They had a son Robert who died in 
1708. 


William CROSSETT married, secondly, Martha HAMILTON of Cookstown, 
county Tyrone, in 1714; died 1722. The HAMILTON family was of Scottish 
ancestry, though having been in Ireland for two hundred years at that time. 


Children of William and Martha (HAMILTON) CROSSETT: 
4. i. Archibald, 4 b.1715. 

ii. Robert, b. 1717. 

iii. William, b. 1719. 

iv. Frank, b. 1720. 

The family left Ireland in 1727, it is believed, for America. Hanna, a half-sister 
mentioned, may have been the daughter of William’s first wife. There is no record of her, 
however. They left the port of Londonderry, Ireland, which at the time was the chief 
sailing-point for those embarking for America, England and Scotland. The name of the 
boat could not be ascertained, not their destination in America. 

There are a few of the name now in the counties of Antrim and Armagh. In England the 
family of CROSSIT or CROSSITT not to be found, but this is an old English family not 
of Norman origin. 


References in possession of Mr. Edward C. CROSSETT 
THE FIRST CROSSETTS IN NEW ENGLAND 
“On the map of Ireland the province of Ulster gathers into a circle nearly a quarter of the 


territory of the island. In the center of Ulster lies county Tyrone, with counties of Donegal, 


16 








Londonderry and Antrim. This is the heart of the Scotch-Irish country, so closely associated with 
the early Protestant migration in New England.” 

(See Scotch Irish Pioneers, C. K. BOLTON.) 
It was to this part of Ireland, Londonderry, that Anthony DU CROZAT, the refugee Huguenot, 
came from France in 1640; he was the ancestor of the CROSSETTS who settled in New 
England. 

The term “Scotch-Irish” was used as early as the 17th century to designate those who came to 
America from Ulster County, Ireland. Their motive was “to establish homes of their own, 
taxable only to support their own form of worship (Presbyterian) and their strictly local needs and 
to escape the land lease and church tithe.” 

About one hundred families embarked from Ireland for Boston in five ships, where they arrived 
August 4, 1718. They were descendants of Scotchmen who went from Scotland in 1612 and 
settled upon the land in Ulster County, Ireland. 

It is said that a goodly portion of them remained in Boston. Ina list of names in the 
“Memorial” which had been sent to Governor SHUTE in Massachusetts, no CROSSETTs 
appear, but names of families who intermarried with the CROSSETS are found. 

In 1727 the Rev. John MOOREHEAD came to America from Londonderry, Ireland, landing in 
Boston, where he found the Scotch-Irish families who had come over earlier. He held meetings 
in a barn and this group called itself the “Church of Presbyterian Strangers,” thus, the First 
Presbyterian Church in Boston was founded in 1729, and the next year Mr. MOOREHEAD was 
settled as its minister. (This church changed to Congregational and later Unitarian and is now 
known as the “Arlington Street Church,” Boylston Street, Boston.) 

If Mr. MOOREHEAD ‘s diary could be found, what valuable and interesting data would be the 
result! 

In his own Handwriting are the early records of this church. They have been carefully searched 
for CROSSETTS, with only the following result: a “James CROZIER was admitted to the church 
in 1730,” his “son William was baptized August 25, 1730” and his “daughter Mary was baptized 
Nov. 1737.” James CROZIER was the first CROSSETT to appear on any New England record 
as early as this date. 

In the “DU CROZAT or CROSSETT F amily in Ireland” records mention is made of a James 
CROSSETT as the eldest son of James and Elizabeth (ROGERS) CROSSETT, born in Ireland 
1680. It is said that this James left home for parts unknown. Perhaps he came to America. Was 
this the James whose name appears on the church records? If So, it would place his youngest 
brother William CROSSETT --born 1684, in Ireland, and died there in 1722 -- as husband of 
Martha (HAMILTON) CROSSETT, and father of her four sons who together came to America in 
1727. 

In Mrs. BOLTON’s (C. K. ) “List of Emigrants Who Came to America 1700-1777” the names 
of these sons were given as John, Archibald, William and Robert. The name of F rank, given in 
the DU CROZAT records, does not appear on any of the New England records. 

The absence of any data concerning the “widow Martha CROSSETT,” after an extensive 
search, inclines one to think that she may have married a second time and thus her identity was 
lost--or that she may have died soon after her arrival in Boston, and that the half-sister of her 
sons may have had another name than CROSSETT. According to the DU CROZAT records, and 
family tradition, Martha and her children came over to America in 1727. 
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Not until eight years after 1727 does the name CROSSETT appear. On January 13, 1735, isa 
record of the marriage of John CROZIER (son of Martha) to Martha LINSAY, found in the 
manuscript records of King’s Chapel, Boston. No further record of John CROSSETT. 

Four years Later the name of William CROSSETT (son of Martha) appeared as a grantee, on a 
deed dated September 29, 1739, recorded April 18, 1744 (see Book N., p. 528, Registry of 
Deeds, Springfield, Mass.), when William bought 100 acres of land in Pelham, Mass., “House lot 
No. 57,” paying £130 in bills of credit. At the time William CROSSETT’s residence is given as 
Barrington, Bristol County, Rhode Island. He was the first of the CROSSETTs to buy land in 
Pelham and to hold town offices there. 

In 1750, Mr. Edward HALL in his “Irish Pioneers of Connecticut Valley” says, “William 
CROSSETT with two other members came from Ireland and settled in Pelham” and “the 
CROSSETT family produced men of influence and worth in the affairs of the town and county.” 

It would seem that Archibald and Robert were the so-called “other members” who settled in 
Pelham. 

The Pelham History shows the standard of the Pelham settlers, by the agreement they had to 
make before settling in that town. “In the settlement of Pelham it was agreed that families of 
good conversion be settled on the premises, who shall be such as the inhabitants of the Kingdom 
of Ireland or their descendants and none to be admitted but such as bring good and desirable 
credentials or certificates of their being persons of good conversations of the Presbyterian 
persuasion and conform to the discipline thereof.” 

In 1740 William CROSSETT bought another hundred acres of land in Pelham; married 
Elizabeth MACKLIN, settled in Pelham and left a long line of descendants. 

Archibald CROSSETT, son of Martha, bought fifty acres of land in Pelham January 6, 1743, 
of the original settler there, Thomas LOWDEN of Leicester, Province of Mass Bay in N. Eng., 
for 75, being the easterly half of the “Home lot No. 58,” his brother Robert buying the westerly 
half of Thomas LOWDEN for the same price and on the same date, and on February 27, 1747/8, 
Archibald bought this land of Robert for £130. In this deed both were called “of Rutland.” 
There are no records, however, of their owning land in Rutland. Both married daughters of 
Edward and Mary (HAMILTON) SAVAGE; Archibald married Sarah SAVAGE September 27, 
1748, and Robert married Mary SAVAGE, her sister, November 24, 1748. 

After Robert sold his land in Pelham to Archibald, as stated above, he settled in New Salem, 
Mass., where all his children were born. Archibald settled in Pelham, where all his children were 
born. He served the town on many important committees. 

The spelling of the name CROSSETT has many variations-- CROSSETTE, CROSIT, 
CROSSITT, CROZIER, CROSEIRA-- all originating from the name of DU CROZAT 
(Anthony), the Huguenot refugee from France who settled in Ireland during the reign of Louis 
XIV of France, in 1640. 


CROSSETT FAMILY 


4. Archibald* Crossett (Wm.,? J ames, Anthony!) was the eldest son of William and 
his second wife, Martha (HAMILTON) CROSSETT, of Cookestown, County Tyrone, 
Ireland. 

Archibald was born in Ireland in 1715; at the age of twelve he left Londonderry, 
Treland, 


with his widowed mother, three brothers and a half-sister, arriving in America in 1727. 
The name of the sailing-vessel is unknown, and there are no records concerning the 
voyage or the place where this family landed or settled in America. Family tradition has 
said they came to Boston, Worcester, Rutland and Pelham, towns where the Scotch-Irish 
settled in Massachusetts. 

The name of Archibald CROSSETT first appears January 6, 1743, on a deed, where he 
was called as “of Pelham,” and a housewright. His real estate transactions appear in the 
previous chapter. 

Children: 
.i. Jacob,» b. Dec. 19, 1749. 
ii. A son, b. 1752. 
ili. Lydia, b. 1754. 
iv. Rachael, b. Jan. 21, 1757. 
v. Israel, b. March 3, 1759. 
vi. Eunice, b. May 15, 1761. 
vil. Samuel, b. May 10, 1763. 
vili. Rebecca, b. May 19, 1765. 
ix. John Savage, b. Jan 21, 1769, died April 3, 1770. 
Archibald CROSSETT served his town as surveyor, selectman, and on committees 
for repairing the meeting-house, etc. 

In the Mass. Archives, 1757: “Archibald CROSSETT, private, in Capt. Robert 
LOTHRIDGE’s Company, Col. Israel BILLINGS.” This company marched on the 
alarm for the relief of Fort William Henry in August, 1757, 14 1/3 days, 200 miles, 
wages £1-18-02; no horse, and one meal to be deducted. 

In the town clerk’s office at Pelham, dated April and May, 1760, a small package of 
papers tied with a homespun linen yarn was found among waste papers and documents, 
containing two scores of schedules. These invoices of property of the early settlers 
were written upon small scrapes of paper. 

The following is Archibald CROSSETT’s invoice: 


“Poals 1 
Dwelling house 19 by 37 
Horses 2 
Cows 3 
Sheep 12 
Ackers of mowing land 12 
tuns of hay 9 
Ackers of Orchard 3 
Bushels of Corn 45 
Bushels of Rie 20 
Bushels of Oates 23 
Barrels of Sider 3 


Nearly all the grain mentioned in the invoices was used as food by the settlers and 
they had plenty for home consumption. 

That the settlers of the town were industrious, hard-working men cannot be 
questioned, 
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but the material evidences of their success in clearing up and subduing the wild tract 
they had settled upon are very limited. 

In 1766 Archibald served as “appraiser of the Meeting House Pews”; His pew was 
No. 12, and his brother William had the next pew. Archibald had bought in New Salem 
June 10, 1767, of Jacob FULLER, of Middletown, Mass., eighty acres for £29-06-04 
“tn Second vision land No. 18 and stands entered in the Proprietors Book of Records to 
Capt. Ebenezer BOWDITCH.” This same piece of property Archibald deeded to his 
eldest son, Jacob, April 20, 1771. 

To his sons Israel and Samuel, Sept. 16, 1784, Archibald deeded “a part of the farm 
on which I now live,” in Pelham, his wife, Sarah CROSSETT, signed these deeds. 

According to the record of the Second Parish, Pelham, 1799, Sarah CROSSETT was 
admitted to the church. This is the last known record of Archibald’s wife. 

August 3, 1797, Archibald deeded to Thomas GRAY, his son-in-law, of Pelham, 
“seventy acres containing all the land which I own in Pelham, with a House and Barn 
thereon, excepting the Orchard, and the lands which lie West of the orchard, which I 
reserve to myself.” Two years later (June 6, 1799) Archibald deeded this property to 
his daughter, Lydia Gray (who had become the widow of Thomas GRAY). It was 
bounded “by land which I lately deeded away to Thomas GRAY, it being about six 
acres.” 

At this time Archibald was about eighty-four years of age. The Pelham records do 
not give his death, but it is reasonable to think that he went to live with his daughter 
Lydia, on his old home place which he had deeded to her in 1799. 


_ Jacob? CROSSETT (Archibald, * Wm.,? James, 2 Anthony!) was born in Pelham, 


Mass., Dec. 19, 1749; married, first, Dec. 3, 1722, Elinor ENGLISH, who died probably 
in New Salem early in 1780; secondly Fanny (----), perhaps at New Salem, Shutesbury 
or Pelham, but the marriage is not recorded t these towns. 
Children: 
(By Ist wife) 
i. Issa, bap.. May 15, 1774; m. Feb. 19, 1795, Richard STITSON of Greenwich, Mass. 
ii. Jacob, b. Oct. 1, 1777, Pelham or New Salem, Mass.; went to Vermont and m. there. 
They were among the first settlers of Mooers, N. Y. (1810), removing in 1813 to 
Orangeville, N. Y., where he d. Oct. 1, 1843 (see Boston Daily Advertiser, Oct. 14, 
1843). 
(by 2nd wife) 


. li. John Savage, b. 1790. 


iv. A son, not traced. 

After the marriage of Jacob, Sr., he and his wife settled in New Salem, probably on 
the place which his father, Archibald , deeded to him April 20, 1771, when he became 
twenty-one. In 1783 Jacob sold this property to Samuel CROSSETT of New Salem. 
Jacob CROSSETT was a soldier during most of the Revolutionary War, as his record 
testifies. He was enlisted on the quota of New Salem, Mass. 

His war record is as follows: 
“CROSSETT, Jacob, new Salem. Private, Capt. John KINGs Co., Col. Benjamin 
Ruggles WOODBRIDGE’s (25th) regt..: muster roll dated Aug. 1, 1775; enlisted Aug. 
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7, 1775 [service not given]; total amount, at 1d a mile, 7s.6d; also, Company return, 
dated Camp at Cambridge, Sept. 29, 1775; also, order for bounty coat or its equivalent 
in money dated Camp at Prospect Hill, Oct. 23, 1775. 

“CROSSETT, Jacob, Return of men raised to serve in the Continental Army from 
Capt. RICHARDSON’s and Capt. Jeremiah BALLARD’s Cos. dated New Salem, 
April 2, 1779, engaged for the town of New Salem.” 

CROSSETT, Jacob, New Salem. Private, Col. Rufus PUTNAM’s regt.., Continental 
Army pay accounts, for service from March 3, 1777, to Aug. 26, 1777; also, Capt. 
Daniel SHAYS’s Co., Col. Rufus PUTNAM’s regt.., muster return dated Albany, Feb. 
9, 1778; residence, New Salem; enlisted for town of New Salem; mustered by Col. 
Woodbridge; also, Capt. Ebenezer SMITH’s Co., Col. Calvin SMITH’s (late 
Wigglesworth’s) regt.., Continental Army pay accounts for service from March Le live 
to Dec 31, 1779; also, Capt. Thomas WELLINGTON’s co., Col. Edward 

WIGGLES WORTH’s regt..; enlisted March 1, 1777; service 4 mos.; roll certified at 
Boston and made up for wages to July 1, 1777, payment of which had been refused by 
Jonathan TURNBULL, P.M.G. at Albany, on account of said CROSSETT and others 
not having joined regiment at Peekskill before said date; also, same co. and regt.., roll 
for June , 1778, dated Camp Greenwich; reported taken prisoner June 28 [year 

not given]; also, same co. and regt.., muster roll for Oct., 1778; also, same company 
and regiment, private in muster roll for May, 1778; also, Capt. Ebenezer SMITH’s co., 
Col. SMITH’s regt..; Continental Army pay accounts for service from Jan. 1, 1780, to 
Feb. 29, 1780.” His name appears as “Jacob CROSEST,” private, on muster roll for 
May, 1778, Capt. WELLINGTON’ co., Col. WIGGLESWORTH’s regt.. 


Jacob sold his New Salem property Feb. 13, 1783, to Samuel CROSSETT of New 
Salem and went to SHUTESBURY, Mass. This was the same property that was bought 
by Archibald CROSSETT of Jacob FULLER June 10, 1767, for £29.6.4, and which 

Archibald deeded to his son Jacob April 20, 1771 ( £60. 13.04), and sold to Samuel, 
1783. 

In the U. S. Census 1790 Jacob CROSSETT and family were listed in Shutesbury, 
Mass., he, as head of the family, with wife Fanny, daughter Issa, and three sons. Only 
two sons have been traced--the son Jacob, Jr., by his first wife, Elinor, and John Savage, 
son by his second wife, Fanny. Jacob does not appear to have owned any property in 
Shutesbury, Mass. 

According to a deed dated June 18, 1793, Jacob bought property in Pelham (in which 
he was called as “of Pelham”) --Lot 42, containing forty-three acres, of William 
CHOATE, of Orwell, Rutland County, Vermont. April 15, 1794, he sold it to Libious 
HOWARD of Pelham, to which sale “Fanny CROSSETT consented.” This is the only 
record of Jacob’s second wife. 


. John Savage® CROSSETT (Jacob,> Archibald, 4 Wm.,? James, - Anthony!) was 


born in Shutesbury, Mass., Sept. 9, 1790. Nothing further is known of him until Sept. 
12, 1812, when the family Bible gives the date of his marriage in Peru, N. Y., to Polly 
or Mary GREGORY. They settled in Plattsburgh, N. Y. 

Children: 
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i. Jane Maria, b. Plattsburgh, N. Y.., Sunday, Mar. 5, 1815, d. Ottokee, O., Jan. 28, 
1802, aged 76 yrs., 10 mos., 23 d.; m. Frank GRAVES. 

ii. Lydia Ann, b. Wednesday, Jan. 1, 1817, d. Peru, N. Y., Sept. 12, 1889; m. 1838, 
Luman HALL, b. Jan. 24, 1805, d. Mar. 4, 1880. 

iii. John Gregory, b. Monday, Dec. 21, 1818, Plattsburgh; of Bridgeport; m. Eliza Ann 
(=). 

iv. Herman Garlick, b. Sunday, May 27, 1821; of Salem, N. Y.; m. Maria (---) of Troy, 
N. Y. 

v. Jacob Royal, b. Friday, Sept. 12, 1823, Plattsburgh. 

vi. Melinda Irish, b. Sept. 4, 1825, Plattsburgh. 


. Vii. Edward Savage, b. Sunday, Feb. 4, 1828 


viii. Mary Jerusha, b. Sunday, July 24, 1831, Plattsburgh; m. Josiah H. GRAVES, b. 
Granville, Mass., May 13, 1802 (G. S.), d. Ottokee, O., Aug. 1 (32), 1881, 79 yrs., 2 
mos., 17 d. 

ix. Oliver, b. Tuesday, May 10, 1835, Plattsburgh. 


John Savage CROSSETT had a half-brother near Syracuse, New York, who had 
seven sons. It is a coincidence that John Savage CROSSETT and his half-brother, 
Jacob CROSSETT, Jr., named their fifth child Jacob Royal CROSSETT. 

An interesting letter from Montpelier, N. D., written Feb. 2, 1887, by Shelden B. 
CROSSETT (son of Jacob, Jr.) to his nephew, John B. CROSSETT, of Warsaw, N. 
Y., supplies the link between the two children of Jacob CROSSETT and his two wives. 
It is as follows: 

“I know nothing of any CROSSETTs before my father. I do not remember of ever 
hearing him say anything of his parents or what were their names, he had a half-brother 
John CROSSETT, who lived near TROY, New York, and he had a large family of boys. 
I think as many as my father had. I never saw any of them. Brother Jacob Royal used 
to correspond with one of them.” 

John Savage CROSSETT was a carpenter by trade, in Plattsburgh. His health failing, 
he went to Troy, New York, and it is said he had a private school there. In 1840-1 he 
was listed in the Troy, N. Y., Directory as a clerk, at 26 River St. In 1842-3 he was 
called a teacher, at 108 4th St. Perhaps this was the year in which he established his 
private school there. In 1844-5 he was teaching , at 361 River St.; in 1845-6 he was 
listed as teacher, cor.. 8th and Federal Sts. The last time his name appeared was in 
1846, as teacher--address at 353 River St. 

His Son Herman Garlick CROSSETT (named for a noted minister of Plattsburgh, N. 
Y.) had joined his father in Troy, and they were living together at 353 River St. The 
same year his eldest son, John Gregory, a carpenter, carried on his business in Troy at 
15 Franklin St. 

It was this year that his eldest daughter, Jane Marie CROSSETT, was listed as 
tailoress, at 62 State St. She probably returned to Plattsburgh and married Josiah H. 
GRAVES, and they settled in Ottokee, Ohio, where she died Jan 28, 1892, in her 
seventh-seventh year. 

John Savage CROSSETT left Troy, N. Y., in 1846, for Canton, N. Y., where died 
the same year, Sept. 10th, aged 56 years. In the “Troy Daily Whig” Sept. 28, 1846, he 
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was alluded to as “late a resident of this city,” and in the “Plattsburgh Republican” for 
Oct. 3, 1846, is the following notice: “Died at Canton, St. Lawrence Co., on the 10th 
ult. (Sept.), Mr. John S. CROSSETT of West Plattsburgh, aged 56 years.” His wife, 
Polly or Mary (GREGORY) CROSSETT, died at the home of her daughter, Jane 
Maria(CROSSETT) GRAVES, Ottokee, Ohio, Sept. 28, 1878, and was buried in the 
cemetery at Ottokee. 
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. Edward Savage’ CROSSETT ( John Savage,° Jacob, 5 Archibald, a Wm.,2 James, 2 
Anthony!) was born at Plattsburgh, N. Y., Feb. 4, 1828, and was named for a distant 
relative, Judge John SAVAGE’s brother Edward of Salem, N. Y.; died Dec. 13, 1910; 
married at Pittsfield (where he then resided) Oct. 1, 1873 Harmony Eliza CLARK of 
Tyringham, Mass., who died June 17, 1912, youngest child of Hiram and Celire 
CLARK of Tyringham. 

Edward Savage CROSEETT received his education at his father’s school in Troy, 
N. Y. 

A statement made by Edward Savage CROSSETT Oct. 20, 1810, is interesting and is 
as follows: 

“Chief Justice John SAVAGE and John Savage CROSSETT, my father, were 
second cousins and were very good friends. I remember that my father took me to visit 
Mr. SAVAGE at Salem, N. Y., when I was four years old (1832), and that Mr. Edward 
SAVAGE was there. It was for this Edward SAVAGE that I was named. I again 
visited the Savages when I was about sixteen, 1844.” 

In 1840 Edward S. CROSSETT’s brother, John G., called as of Shoreham, Vermont, 
and Herman G., of Salem, N. Y., bought land of Henry PURDEY and wife Martha, part 
of lot No. 28, which had been owned by John SAVAGE of Albany, N. Y. This land 
was sold Oct. 29, 1847, to their brother, Edward Savage CROSSETT, then “of Schroon, 
New York.” In 1852 this same land was deeded by Edward S. CROSSETT, then of 
Schuyler Falls (formerly a part of Plattsburgh), to his sister, Mary Jerusha CROSSETT. 
In 1868 Edward S. CROSSETT, then of Black River Falls, Jackson Co., Wisconsin, 
sold a part of the same lot, No. 28, to Benjamin J. WEAVER, and at the end of the deed 
was the following: 

“This conveyance is made subject to the use and occupation of said premises by 
Polly CROSSETT, during her natural life.” (Deed sworn to, at Davenport, Scott 
County, Iowa, Oct. 6, 1868) 

Polly CROSSETT, Edward S. CROSSETT’s mother, lived on this place until she 
went to live with her daughter in Ottokee, Ohio. His wife Harmony CLARK 
CROSSETT died June 17, 1912. Their only son, Edward Clark CROSSETT, was born 
August 7, 1882, at Davenport, Iowa. 


CROSSETT FAMILY REFERENCES 
1. Archibald. 
Records from Ireland. 
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CROSSETT Family Tradition. 
List of Immigrants to N.E. (1700-1775) 


Deeds: 
1743, Archibald, Grantee; Lowden, Book Q, p. 80, Pelham, Hampden Co. Reg., Springfield. 
1747, au " ; Robert CROSSETT, Book S, p. 3, Pelham, Hampden Co. Reg. , 
Springfield. 
1767, " " ; Jacob FULLER, Book 9. p. 160, New Salem, Hampden Co. Reg., 
Springfieid. 
1771 be Grantor ; Jacob CROSSETT, Book 26, p. 417, New Salem, Hampden Co. 
Reg., Springfield. 
1784, 7 " ; Israel CROSSETT, Book 23, p. 630, Pelham, Hampden Co. Reg., 
Springfield. 
1785, ¥ "; Samuel CROSSETT, Book 23, p. 620-1, Pelham, Hempden Co. Reg. 
Springfield. 
1797, : "; Thomas Gray, Book 13, p. 45, Pelham, Hempden Co. Reg., 
Northampton. 
1799, " " ; Lydia Gray, Book 15, p. 64, Pelham, Hempden Co. Reg., Northampton. 


Mass. Archives, Vol. 95, p. 503, State House, Boston. 
Pelham Vital Records and History. 
2. Jacob. 
Pelham History. 
Pelham Vital Records. 
New Salem Church Records. 
Mass. Soldier & Sailors, Vol. IV, pp. 172-3, 194. 
N. E. Hist.. Register, 1893, Vol. 49, p. 206; Vol.. 45, p. 281. 
U. S. Census, Shutesbury, Mass., 1790. 


Deeds:-- 

1771, Jacob, Grantee; Archibald CROSSETT, Book 26, p. 417, New London, Hampden Co. Reg., 
Springfield. 

1781, " Grantor; Samuel CROSSETT, Book 26, p. 423, New London, Hampden Co. Reg., 
Springfield. 

1793, " Grantee; CHOATE, Book 7, p. 331, Pelham,, Hampshire Co. Reg., Northampton. 

1794," Grantor; HOWARD, Book 8, p. 272, Pelham, Hampshire Co. Reg., Northampton. 


Mooers, New York, Church Records. 
3. John Savage. 
Family Bible. 
Letter of Sheldon CROSSETT. 
Data of J. B. CROSSETT, of Warsaw, N. Y. 
Troy, New York, Directory. 
Troy Daily Whig, Sept. 28, 1846. 
Plattsburgh Republican, Oct. 3, 1846. 
Mrs. IVEY’s data from New York State. 
4, Edward Savage. 
Family Bible. 
Family data. 
Mass. Records, State House, Boston, Vol. 253, p. 63. 
5. Edward Clark. 
Family data 
Abridged Compendium of American Genealogy, p. 573. 
Scotch-Irish Pioneers, C. K. BOLTON. 
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Pictures of Early Crossett 





First boiler at Crossett Sawmill 
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Crossett "houses" in background. 
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Early 1900. George |. Ritchie, First logging superintendent. 





EERE SERENE 














A steam log loader. The unit is self propelled. It runs on R R rails which were mounted on 
the flat cars. The train was loaded from front to back. These hoists were used into 1930/40s, 
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Second post office in Crossett 110 Main. The first was in a tent 
on highway 82 with William Horace Lemmon as postmaster. 
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GOING TO CROSSETT 
THE WAY I HEARD IT 


by 
William Calhoun Finch 


On December 11, 1863 Edgar Henry FINCH was bom at Pigeon Hill, Union County, 
Arkansas, the son of William Stewart FINCH and his wife, Rebecca Rogers TERRELL. 


On February 19. 1886 Edgar Woodard GATES was born at Big Rock, Scott County, Iowa, the 
son of Don Carlos GATES and wife, Carnelia Laura HAWKINS. 


On September 17, 1870 Georgia Ann WALTHALL was born at Holly Springs, Dallas 
County, Arkansas, the daughter of John Leonard WALTHALL and wife, Sarah Ana MOSELEY. 


On February 23, 1874 Rose Lee KINNEBREW was born at Pine Bluff, Copiah County, 
Mississippi, the daughter of Jessie David KINNEBREW and his wife, Nannie Missouri 
WOODS. 


These are the main characters in our story, along with their progeny, their kinfolk, employers 
and their friends. These young, mostly uneducated, God fearing, hard working pioneers created a 
town/city in the forest. A prodigy in the midst of the Baron de Bastrop’s great wilderness. An 
extraordinary marvelous, accomplishment, deed and event. 


In 1885, the news of the nation was: 

1) The nation was growing together and several important things happened in late 1885 
“The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” was banned by the public library in Concord, 
Massachusetts which helped make it a best seller. 

2) General U. S. GRANT died and his memoirs were published post-humorously. 

3) Marshall FIELD’S wholesale store built in Chicago. 

4) Asbestos curtains were made for heaters. 

5) Grover CLEVELAND, a democrat, was elected President. 

6) The New Orleans Exposition was the largest ever held in America. 

7) The Washington Monument was dedicated. 

8) Joe Cotton won the Kentucky Derby. 

9) The first TB Sanitarium opened in Saranac Lake, New York. 

10) Scott JOPLIN from Texarkana began playing ragtime in St. Louis. 


1886, News of the nation: 
1) Haymarket massacre. 
2) The Supreme Court ruled an alien as a person. Also, a corporation was to be 
considered a person. Both were to be protected under the 14th amendment. 
3) Congress approved legislation recognizing the Division of Forestry in the Department 
of Agriculture. This Division was a result of an agency established in 1876 to study 
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American forests and their probable future supply of timber. 

4) Apache Indian chief , Geronimo, was captured by Federal troops under General MILES 
in Arizona, this ending the last major Indian War. 

5) The Statute of Liberty was unveiled and dedicated by President CLEVELAND. 

6) Ben Ali won the Kentucky Derby. 

7) President Grover CLEVELAND an Miss Frances FOLSOM were married in the White 
House. 

8) Chicago won the National League baseball pennant. 

9) Cheap process for extracting aluminum from its ore was invented by Charles Martin 
HALL which caused the price of aluminum to drop from $5.00 a pound in 1888 to 18 
cents a pound in 1914. 

10) the AFL was formed by twenty-five craft unions. 


There is a story (not yet proven) that in the spring, late March, of 1886 that Mr. E. S. 
CROSSETT served as a scout during the Civil War for the Union Army. It is said his regiment 
passed through Arkansas going to and from the Battle of Vicksburg. It was he who realized the 
potential of the great wilderness and it’s vast quantities of timber. In 1886, the country was 
crying for materials to rebuild the devastation created by the war. Mr. Crossett had associated 
himself with three of the older GATES brothers and they had several small mills in operation 
including Fordyce and Thornton. 


In the spring of 1886, Edgar Woodard GATES left Big Rock, Iowa to seek his fortune in 
Arkansas. As most people did at the time, he had gone to work at about age 16 and had an 
accident in a mine in Colorado, losing one eye and damaging the other. He was willing to work 
so at age 20 he came to his three brothers in Arkansas who were in the lumber business there. 


E. W. GATES, though almost sightless, is quoted in “Business Magazine” as saying: 

“But it’s not correct to call it a handicap, though I admit I’d value the use of a pair of 
eyes. In my experience, a physical defect can be a real help to a man if he accepts it, not a 
calamity, nor as an alibi, nor as an excuse for self-pity, but as a challenge to his best 
effort.” 

“I was a boy when this thing happened to me, and if it had not happened perhaps my 
life would be far different. Probably I should never have thought of the lumber business, 
and never have came South. My first trek from home - this was before my injury - was 
westward, and my first job was mining in Colorado, where I landed in 1882 at the age of 
sixteen.” 

“T really know nothing about mining. I was a green boy from Big Rock, Iowa, not far 
from Davenport. But I was big, husky, and willing and the foremen put me to work with 
a hand drill and a ten-pound hammer. One day I got hold of the wrong end of a stick of 
dynamite, and I was lucky to come out of the explosion with my life. When they picked 
me out of the smoke, the sight of my right eye had been destroyed and that of my left eye 
seriously impaired.” 

“Thus ended my mining career. As soon as I got out of the hospital, I went to Iowa. I 
wondered what in the world I could do now. It didn’t seem that I could be of any use 
anywhere. I worked at odd jobs, such as a half-blind boy could get.” 
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“In the meanwhile, my three brothers had associated themselves with E. S. 
CROSSETT, a lumber manufacturer of Davenport, and had gone to Arkansas in 
connection with timber interests there. They liked it - they used to write glowing 
accounts of the rich country and the big development that was ahead.” 

“In 1836, I packed a small grip and came down to Arkansas. I then was twenty years 
old. Jobs were plentiful if a fellow was willing to do anything, and I was. The day after I 
landed, I went to work as fire-man at the sawmill at Thornton.” 


At the same time another youth of 23, Edgar Henry FINCH, left home at New London, 
Arkansas, and headed north to Thornton, Arkansas, probably by steamboat since his uncle 
worked the Saline and Ouachita Rivers and many tributaries during the spring high water. He 
also operated ferries at Longview and Cavaness Landing. Edgar FINCH had worked in his 
father’s store at Pigeon Hill on Moro Bay and also had learned to saw at a small sawmill made 
from a boiler from a retired steamboat owned by his uncle, Captain Bob WITHERS. 

Edgar Finch’s mother had died in 1882 at Moro Bay, Arkansas. His father and stepmother 
had sold the store to another of his uncles, W. S. TERRELL, his mothers brother and were 
moving to Warren with his two sisters and starting another family. Edgar had heard of the 
sawmills at Thornton and Fordyce and decided to seek his fortune there. 

We don’t know for sure if it was pure luck or that Mr. C. W. GATES has arranged for these 
two young men to arrive the same day in 1886 at his mill in Thornton. At any rate, they were 
both interviewed and hired the some day. They began work on a brand new project Mr. C. W. 
GATES was about to put into action. He had purchased a small band mill driven by a small 
steam boiler. They were sent to the local boarding house in Thornton which was run by the 
WALTHALL sisters. Georgia Ann WALTHALL was sixteen years old at this time. 

The two young men were given the big bedroom with two beds. This room they shared for 
the next two years until the older WALTHALL sisters, Eliza and Bess, agreed that young 
Georgia was old enough to marry Edgar Henry FINCH. They were married on July 1, 1888 in 
Thornton. 

During 1886-1888 time period, a difficult problem arose for the two men. Living in the house 
and working together at the mill every day, you could imagine how many times the name Edgar 
came up. Since both answered, it wasn’t too long before they settled on nicknames and soon had 
schooled everyone else in these. For the rest of their lives they were called Capt. GATES and 
Buddy FINCH. Two other things were also carried with for the rest of their time. They joined 
the Masonic Lodge and the Knights of Pythias Lodge together and later helped take in their boss, 
Mr. Charles Warner GATES. They all three remained close friends till their deaths. 

The little sawmill was moved several times in the next ten years. Some of the places it went 
can be told from the FINCH family Bible. The six FINCH children were born at Lilly, Wilmar, 
and Crossett, Arkansas, from 1889 to 1905. 

Minnie Dean FINCH (Mrs. I. M. BARNES), born August 9, 1884, wrote: 
“The first thing that I remember was moving to a new house in Wilmar, Arkansas. I was 
three years old. I was sitting at my mothers feet as she rocked my younger brother and 
she told me that I was three years old. The baby was crying and I was so distressed about 
it. My father was a sawer out at the mill and we were not there but three years and we 
moved to Crossett, Arkansas, in 1901, when I was six years old. 
Those were hectic days. There were only three houses in Crossett. The people lived in 
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large tents until houses could be built for them. We were fortunate as we lived in the end 
of the long building that was built for the men who were building the mill. I was badly 
burned by turning a pot of coffee on myself and I suffered all summer from the burn. I 
still have the ugly scars from that burn. The company started building three and four 
room houses and we were lucky to have on of the first four room houses. There was a big 
hill by our house and we had a lot of fun riding bicycles up and down it. I shall never 
forget when someone wanted to put a place in Crossett to sell alcoholics (sic) and the men 
banded together and built a church in twenty-four hours. There was some law at this 
time. One was that alcoholics (sic) could not be sold near a church a mile and a half 
away. We were so proud of our church and it also served as a school house too. They 
soon built a larger church and I’m sure that you all will always remember as we lived 
across the street from it. How much pleasure it was to me to go and to cut flowers from 
the yard for the church. Our first minister was Brother SHAW and I remember him well. 
Another minister in those early days was Brother WORKMAN.” 


In 1891, at the 4th of July Sunday School picnic in Wilmar, Drew County, Arkansas, Georgia 
FINCH, wife of “Buddy” FINCH introduced “Cap” GATES to a young seventeen year old girl, 
Rose, who was in the Sunday School class that Georgia taught. Rose Lee KINNEBREW had 
come with her parents, Jesse David KENNEBREW and Nannie Missouri WOOD, to Wilmar 
after this mill was started. The KENNEBREWS had five daughters and one son and came from 
Pine Bluff, Copiah County, Mississippi. Copiah County, Mississippi is today reforested timber 
land or rolling hills much like Drew County, Arkansas. Rose and “Cap” were a hit with each 
other from the start and the following year they were married September 29, 1892. Tow years 
later their first child Philip G. GATES, was born at Wilmar. 

Filled with ambition and self-confidence, “Cap” Gates was looking for an opportunity in 
business. He learned of a tract of fifty thousand acres of timber land in Ashley County for sale. 
With the help of a cousin who was also employed at the sawmill in Wilmar, he scraped together 
and borrowed the deposit money to get an option on the land. He then , on April 25, 1899, had a 
meeting with the people they were working for, E.C. CROSSETT, Dr. J. W. WATZEK, and his 
three brothers, P. G., Albert, and C. W. GATES. Ina meeting in Mrs. H. C. Rule’s kitchen they 
made plans for his dream of the new mill to be located in Ashley County, possibly in Hamburg, 
the county seat. The railroad at the time ran from F ordyce on the Warren Wilmar and Collins, 
Arkansas, and on the landing on the Mississippi River to connect to the steamboats. There was a 
spur at Collins that ran back to Hamburg, which was the end of the line at the time. 

On May 16, 1899, they met at John B. JONES law office in Little Rock to incorporate. “Cap 
GATES was secretary of meeting and was appointed to be in charge at Hamburg and later 
Crossett. Mr. C. W. GATES was elected as president of the new company. “Cap” Gates listened 
as various men were considered, discussed and dismissed for the job of manager. Finally, Mr. 
CROSSETT turned to “Cap” and asked “Well, how about you?”. He replied “I have been 
waiting for an hour and a half for precisely that question.” “Cap” GATES was sure the meeting 
would go his way and hoped he would be appointed manager. He had taken the option on the 
land, risked the whole speculation, worked up the project, and proposed to these gentlemen, in 
hopes that they would consider him for the managership. 

He gave orders to Buddy FINCH to be ready to begin work on the little mill on May 17, 1899 
to ship to Hamburg. No problems were encountered until the machinery reached Hamburg. 
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They found that the Hamburg city “fathers” said they didn”t need another sawmill as they had 
two already and mills to the north and south. 

A Mr. Price owned a barber shop on the square in Hamburg. He was also a land speculator 
and later the owner of a small sawmill in Hamburg. His wife was widow SUTTON, she had 
been Miss Hattie WITHERINGTON, and was a first cousin to Buddy FINCH. Mr. Price put 
“Cap” GATES in touch with Judge LOCHALA and the town was set to be in Crossett. The 
Judge also pointed out to GATES in their negotiations the location of another track of land of 
35,00 acres under lease south and west of the site they picked for Crossett. This lease was under 
contract to The Creamer Lumber Company. “Cap” GATES set up his land office in the back of 
PRICE’S Barber Shop for a couple of years and later moved his office near Unity Church outside 
of Crossett until the company office was completed at the corner of main and highway 82. Mrs. 
PRICE later worked for The Crossett Company as manager of the YMCA, Opera and Clubhouse. 

After the machinery reached Hamburg in May 1899, it was rain-rain-rain all that summer. 

The little sawmill was held in Hamburg until June and no let up, no sunshine to dry out the 
woods. Finally, the machinery was loaded on two wagons with 4 up teams of horses owned by 
Mr. Eatman WHITE of Fountain Hill, father of Sterling WHITE, who was long time woods 
foremen for the Crossett Company. 

One of the oldest roads in the state runs from Hamburg to the steamboat landing at the 
Ouachita River. The Marie Saline road had been in use almost a hundred years. The road passed 
WHETSTONE’S Store (WHEATSTONE’S Store was later moved just west of Charlie WOODS 
Store in North Crossett) at a crossroads three miles north of Crossett. Junior MEEKS has a 
storage building there now. The horses and wagons were able to move the machinery on this 
good road to the crossroads. It was impossible to move from the crossroads to the town location 
because of the mud. Skids were made for the machinery. The wagons were unloaded and a road 
cleared for the horses to pull the skids the last three miles to Crossett. This later became highway 
82. The little sawmill and a small planer mill were erected north of the present highway 82 
approximately opposite what is now Kentucky Fried Chicken and east to Oak Street. The 
Missouri Pacific Railroad station later sat on the little sawmill site. 

We have names of three men who may have helped Mr. WHITE, Jim LEWIS, John FORD 
and Jim HIGH. We have the names of only four of the horses, Nell, Lucy, Frank, and Dock. 

The little sawmill and planer mill were erected and Buddy FINCH sawed the first board at 
approximately 9 a.m. on Wednesday, September 6, 1899. In the meantime, Mr. George 
RITCHIE, the first logging superintendent for the Crossett Lumber Company was cutting logs for 
the little sawmill. The first clearing was what is now the first block of main and the first block of 
Pine from highway 82 to Railroad Avenue, now second Avenue. This was tent city, on the 
highest hill in Crossett. Logs for the sawmill were stacked and transported, the brush and small 
trees were burned. Mr. RITCHIE continued to clear an area for four blocks east and west of 
main and for five blocks south of highway 82. 

The first logging camp was set up by Mr. RITCHIE west of Crossett at what is now about 
Thurman Road across from the STEPHENS place where Dr. TOON lives now. 

In 1899 events in the rest of the world were: 
1) The first experimental U.S. Mail collection by motor. 
2) John DEWEY caused upheaval in education circles with publication “The School and 
Society” (later studied by D. C. HASTINGS and T. W. DANIEL before coming to 
Crossett.) 
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3) Congress authorized voting machines. 

4) Congress created an Isthmian Canal Commission to study plans for building interocean 
canal in Central America. 

5) The Gideons organized July 1, 1899. 

6) Horseless carriages predicted to never have as common use as the bicycle. 

7) First Hague Peace Conference. 

8) Phillipino Rebellion. 


Copies of the first payroll have been published in Vol. 3, No. 2, Fall 1988 issue of Kin 
Kollecting on page 40. At the time payments were probably made in cash with no details of the 
employees. 

Georgia FINCH came to join her husband Buddy sometime about the middle of 1901. She 
was one of the lucky people who did not have to live in a tent even though the houses were not 
built yet. There was a large carpenter shop located across the alley space from the Beanery on 
Pine Street on the lot that would be 102 W 3rd Street. One end of this building was partitioned 
off from the shop to make her a small apartment. At the time she had four little boys and one 
little girl ranging from the baby to eleven years old. Their house was one in the first block built 
at 214 W 2nd Street, now Pine Street. 

On December 1, 1901, big #1 sawmill cut the first board. With two sawmills working there 
will be enough lumber to begin building the town. The first lumber being for the company 
offices, commissary, timbers for the other parts of the big sawmill and permanent houses. 


Editors Note 


Our thanks to each one who contributed their research toward this issue of Kin Kollecting to 
celebrate Crossett’s 100th year. During the preparation of this quarterly, I have learned more of 
Crossett’s history than all the rest of my life and I have lived here since I was three years old. A 
large portion of this information was available at Paul Sullins Library in Crossett. Thanks again 
to all who worked so hard compiling this information. Our contributors are what makes this 
quarterly. If you have letters, diaries, papers, family group sheets, ancestor charts, or research 
you would like published, send it and if possible we will use it. 


Rebecca Brown, Editor 
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